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We hope your child has had a 

good start to the academic year!
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Every PCPS student, a Curious Lifelong Learner, 
a Confident Leader and a Responsible Innovator

OUR Refreshed School VISION – OUR SHARED GOALS
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Our New COR3 Learning Dispositions

• Curiosity

• Open-Mindedness

• Reflectiveness

• Resilience 

• Responsibility
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Every PCPS student, 

a Curious Lifelong Learner, a Confident Leader and a Responsible Innovator

[COR3 Dispositions]
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School Mission:
Nurturing the Whole Child, Growing Future Leaders

In line with our school mission, we seek to provide 
opportunities to realise our school vision, where every 
PCPS student is a 

• Curious Lifelong Learner

• Confident Leader

• Responsible Innovator
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The Curious Lifelong Learner is…

Learning Dispositions

Curiosity Reflectiveness Resilience

• eager to learn, discover 

and question to deepen 

understanding

• reflective and able to 

improve thoughts, 

attitudes, behaviours and 

actions 

• resilient in his/her pursuit 

of goals and sees failures 

as opportunities for growth

• discerning in distilling and 

critically assessing 

information both online and 

offline
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The Confident Leader is…

Learning Disposition

  Open-Mindedness

• anchored on school and 

R3ICH values

• open to perspectives, 

respectful and  clear 

when communicating 

with others

• able to collaborate, 

leverage others' strengths, 

and rally others towards 

shared goals

•  courageous in unfamiliar 

situations and takes risks 

responsibly
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The Responsible Innovator is…

Learning Disposition

   Responsibility

• concerned about local and 

global issues, while maintaining 

a sense of rootedness to 

Singapore

• open-minded, creative and 

imaginative to consider 

different possibilities

able to create solutions 

which serve the needs of 

others, the environment, 

school and community
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School- Home Partnership

10

Our children do best 
when schools and 
parents work hand in 
hand to support them.
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3  Real Connections

3 areas we can work together on to 
foster School-Home Partnership

1  Respectful 

Communication

2  Role Models 

11
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Respectful Communication
Foster kind words and actions 

between schools and educators 

Listen to and understand each other’s 

perspectives and concerns regarding each child

Communicate kindly using official 

channels. Teachers are not required to 

share their personal mobile numbers

Respect each other’s time by 

communicating during working hours
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Find joy in everyday 

experiences with our children

13

Check out this video on MOE 

YouTube for tips on how parents 

can support the social-emotional 

learning of their children. 

Role Models 
Show our children the skills and 

values they need for life

Instill confidence by encouraging 

responsibility and believing in our 

children’s abilities 

Model good values in 

words and actions
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Cultivate strong relationships and healthy habits in this digital age

14

Real Connections

Build strong bonds 

through shared 

experiences and 

meaningful 

conversations 

Establish good habits for our 

children to stay confident and in 

control of their technology use

Provide a balanced 

mix of engaging 

online and offline 

activities, at school 

and at home
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• The partnership between schools and 

parents is an essential one.

• By promoting mutual courtesy and 

respect in our interactions with each 

other, we can be good role models for 

our children and build authentic 

partnerships that will better benefit 

our children.

Respectful school-home 
partnerships
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Stay connected with the Teachers/School
• Collaborate with the Teachers to better support your child. 

Make appointments to see our Teachers when needful
Connect with our teachers during office hours (7.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. on 
weekdays)

• Use official communication modes to connect with our 
Teachers such as Student Handbook, MOE Emails, through 
Parents Gateway                                        

  Teachers are not expected to share their personal mobile phone numbers 
with parents

• We welcome your feedback and suggestions at 
punggolcove_ps@moe.edu.sg. 
Give us 2 working days to respond to you.

mailto:punggolcove_ps@moe.edu.sg
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Supporting 
Your Child at 

Primary 4
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How does Subject-Based Banding work?

Student sits for the school-based End-of-Year Examination. 

School recommends a subject combination based on student’s results. 

Parents fill up an option form indicating preferred combination.

At P4

At P5

Student takes the subject combination chosen by parents

At the end of P5,

School assesses student’s ability to cope with the subject combination and make 

adjustments to the subjects taken at standard and foundation levels.

At P6

Student take a subject combination determined by the school 

and sits for the PSLE at the end of P6
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As Parents, you can:

• Encourage joy of learning by not over-emphasising 

academic performance

• Set goals together with your child.

• Practise words of affirmation. Focus on your child’s 

effort, consistency and improvement rather than 

compare them to others

• Spend quality time with your child. Encourage your 

child to pursue his/her interests and try new things

• Manage your child’s screen time and engage in 

physical/outdoor activities (e.g. sports, running, 

gardening)
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“A lifelong love for learning is 
one of the most valuable gifts 
teachers and parents can 
give. It begins with motivation, 
the force that can transform 
learning from a chore into a 
passion, fuelling curiosity, 
persistence and deeper 
engagement.” 

– Professor Liu Woon Chia
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Let us work together to bring out the best in 
our children and help them realise their dreams!
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Primary 4 Subject-Based Banding
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Total Curriculum for a Well-Rounded Learning in PCPS
Subject-Based Learning Character and Values Development

English Character and Citizenship Education

Mathematics CCE (MTL)

Mother Tongue
Form Teacher Guidance Programme 

(FTGP)

Science Co-Curriculum Activities (CCA)

Physical Education Applied Learning Programme (EL and ICT)

Art and Craft Lifelong Learning Programme (Music)

Music

Social Studies
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• Subject-based Banding caters to the different aptitudes, 
capabilities and talent of each student.

• Subject-based Banding helps each student to realise his/her 
potential, based on his/her interests and strengths.

• Students will be provided the option of a combination of 
standard and/or foundation subjects after a year’s learning at 
end of Primary 4.

SUBJECT-BASED BANDING
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• School will make recommendations of subject combinations 
based on the student’s academic performance (Term 2 + 
Term 3 and Term 4).

• Students will be offered Standard subjects they are strong in.

• Students may be recommended to take on foundation 
subjects which may be more suitable for their learning 
development.

SUBJECT-BASED BANDING
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Achievement 

Bands

Percentage 

Range

Descriptors

1 85 – 100 Is very good at the subject

2 70 - 84 Is good at the subject

3 50 - 69 Has adequate grasp of the 

subject

4 Below 50 Has not met the minimum 

requirement of the subject

Primary 3 and 4 Grading Scheme
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Subject Combinations

SUBJECT-BASED BANDING

If your child (for P4 exam) Your child may be recommended to take

Passes all 4 subjects and 

performs very well in Mother 

Tongue language

4 standard subjects + Higher Mother Tongue

Passes all 4 subjects 4 standard subjects

Passes 3 subjects 4 standard subjects

Passes 2 subjects or less 4 standard subjects; or

3 standard subjects + 1 other foundation subject; or

2 standard subjects + 2 other foundation subject; or

1 standard subjects + 3 other foundation subject; or

4 foundation subjects
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Subject Combinations: HMT
• Students taking Higher Mother Tongue Languages will be using 

HMT materials in P5.

• Students taking HMT will also be exposed to cultural enrichment 
and external competitions. 

• There will be an additional hour of curriculum time weekly, 
conducted after school.

• Students taking HMT at Primary 5 will also take an additional paper 
during the End-of-Year examinations.

SUBJECT-BASED BANDING
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SUBJECT-BASED BANDING
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School-based 
examinations at P4 

School-based 
recommendations 

Parental 
choice at the 
end of P4

Final 
decision by 
the school 
based on 
P5 results

SUBJECT-BASED BANDING
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P5 AND 6
SCORING SYSTEM
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Achievement 

Bands

Percentage 

Range

Descriptors

1 85 – 100 Is very good at the subject

2 70 - 84 Is good at the subject

3 50 - 69 Has adequate grasp of the 

subject

4 Below 50 Has not met the minimum 

requirement of the subject

Primary 3 and 4 Grading Scheme



NEW SYSTEM

• There will be 8 Achievement 

Levels (ALs), with AL1 being the 

best.

• A student’s AL for each subject 

will reflect his level of 

achievement, rather than how 

he has performed relative to his 

peers.

STUDENTS WITH SIMILAR SCORES 
IN EACH SUBJECT WILL BE GROUPED 
INTO THE SAME ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL

PER SUBJECT

AL 1
(BEST)

AL 2

AL 3

AL 4

AL 5

AL 6

AL 7

AL 8  
(UNGRADED)

Primary 5 and 6 

Scoring System



AL RAW MARK RANGE

1 ≥ 90 

2 85 – 89

3 80 – 84 

4 75 – 79 

5 65 – 74 

6 45 – 64 

7 20 – 44

8 < 20

36

WHAT ARE ACHIEVEMENT LEVELs (AL)? 

WHY ARE THE BANDS UNEVEN?
• Students with similar scores in each subject are grouped 

into scoring bands measured in 8 ALs.

• AL bands and mark ranges are set based on the learning 
objectives of the curriculum, and mirror the way we learn.

When we learn 
something new, 
after some initial 
practice, we often 

find ourselves 
improving 

significantly. 

As we get better, 
the improvements 

become small 
steps, and finally, 

as we reach a high 
level, we inch just a 
little further, even 

after much learning 
and practice. 

The ALs were 
designed to reflect 

this reality of 
learning. They help 

educators, 
students, and 

parents know how 
ready students are 

to access the 
curriculum at the 

next level.
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• Foundation-level subjects are 

designed to support a small 

number of students who may not 

be able to cope with Standard-

level subjects.

• This enables them to focus on 

building up strong fundamentals 

so that they are better prepared for 

secondary school.

• This way, the student will also 

build confidence to pursue 

learning at a level suitable for 

them. 

FOUNDATION-LEVEL SUBJECTS WILL ALSO BE SCORED ON
ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS



▪ The PSLE Score replaces the T-score aggregate.

▪ It is obtained by adding the ALs of four subjects.

▪ The PSLE Score ranges from 4 to 32, with 4 being the best possible 
score.

▪ Students will be placed in secondary school courses based on their 
overall PSLE score – PG3, PG2 or PG1.

ENGLISH

MOTHER TONGUE

MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

AL3

AL2

AL1

AL2

PSLE SCORE:    8

38

PLACEMENT 

OUTCOME
PSLE SCORE

PG3 4 – 20 

PG2 / PG3 option 21 – 22 

PG2 23 – 24 

PG1 / PG2 option 25

PG1
26-30, with AL7 or better in 

both EL and MA

FROM T-SCORE TO WIDER SCORING BANDS



▪ A student’s PSLE Score is the sum of  the four AL scores across his/her 
Standard and Foundation subjects.

▪ Students taking Foundation subjects are eligible for the Express Course, 
as long as they meet the course placement criteria.

▪ With Full Subject-based Banding in secondary schools, students may also 
take subjects at a higher level for those that they are strong in.

SCORING OF FOUNDATION SUBJECTS FOR S1 POSTING

39

ENGLISH

FOUNDATION

MOTHER TONGUE

FOUNDATION

MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

AL3

ALB

ALB

AL5

PSLE SCORE: 22

39
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FULL SBB: S1 POSTING

Three Posting Groups to ensure schools are accessible to diverse learners

From the 2024 S1 cohort, MOE will facilitate the admission of P6 students into S1 through 3 Posting 

Groups: Posting Group 1, 2 and 3.

Objective: Ensures that schools continue to admit a diverse profile of students and students have 

access to a wide range of schools.

Posting Groups will only be 

used for the purposes of 

facilitating entry into secondary 

school and to guide the subject 

levels students offer at the start 

of S1.
PSLE Scores provide a good gauge of the 

subject levels that students can offer at 

the beginning of S1.

Academic Stream

(2023 and 

before)

PSLE 

Score
Posting 

Group

Subject level 

for most 

subjects

EXPRESS 4 – 20 PG3 G3

EXPRESS / 

N(A) OPTION
21 and 22 PG2 or PG3 G2 or G3

N(A) 23 and 24 PG2 G2

N(A) / N(T) 

option
25 PG1 or PG2 G1 or G2

N(T)

26 – 30

(with AL 7 or 

better in EL 

and MA)

PG1 G1
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USE OF HCL FOR 
ADMISSION INTO 
SAP SCHOOLS



NEW SYSTEM

• Students will be ranked taking into 

account their performance in HCL.

• This posting advantage applies 

before the tie-breakers for S1 posting.

THIS HCL POSTING ADVANTAGE FOR ENTRY TO SAP SCHOOLS 
WILL CONTINUE

8 DISTINCTION

8 MERIT

8 PASS

8 NO HCL

9 DISTINCTION

7 NO HCL1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th
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Increased Opportunities to Offer HMTL
• At the National Day Rally in 2024, it was announced that more 

students will have the opportunity to offer HMTL in secondary 
schools.

• From 2026, students who do well in their MTL at PSLE will be 
able to offer HMTL at Secondary 1, regardless of their overall 
PSLE Score. Secondary 1 students who obtain AL1 / AL2 in 
MTL or Distinction / Merit in HMTL at the PSLE will be able to 
take HMTL as a subject in secondary school.

• This better recognises and develops students’ unique strengths 
and interests and allow more students to learn their MTL to as 
high a level as possible.
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HMTL Eligibility
HMTL Eligibility (Current) HMTL Eligibility (from 2026)

Students must either obtain:

i) PSLE overall score of 8 or better

ii) PSLE overall score between 9 

and 14 (inclusive) 

And:

Regardless of PSLE overall score

PSLE MTL score of AL1 or AL2 or 

HMTL score of Distinction /Merit

Students should obtain:

- PSLE MTL AL1 / AL2 or HMTL 

Distinction / Merit

Note: Some secondary schools do not offer HMTL classes, hence students who may be taking up 

HMTL, though in those secondary schools, may attend HMTL lessons at centralised locations.



ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR HIGHER MOTHER 

TONGUE LANGUAGE (HMTL)
• The eligibility criteria for taking HMTL ensures that students can cope with the higher academic 

load.

• For students who do not meet the above criteria, secondary schools will have the flexibility to 

offer HMTL to students if they are assessed to have high ability and interest in MTL, and are 

able to cope with the learning load required.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR HMTL

(i) Students who scorer

• AL 1 / AL 2 in MTL or

• Distinction / Merit in HMTL
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Students who have PE lessons 

after recess, should come to 

school in their uniform from 

home. They can change into 

their PE attire during recess. 

Recess

Students who have PE lessons 

before recess, should come to 

school in their PE attire from home. 

They are required to change into 

their uniform during recess. 

Attire Decorum - Uniform
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• Familiarise yourself with school communication 
platforms

• Read the Student Handbook, parent memos & 
School Notifications 

• Build good relationships and trust the teachers to 
want the best for each student

School-Home Partnership
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Thank You
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